THE TIME OF THEIR LIVES

A film about the secret of life

BBC Storyville, with support from the UK Film Council

Director: Jocelyn Cammack     Duration: 69” 33”

At 101, Rose is a former sex-therapist and counsellor and now the oldest newspaper columnist in the world. Hetty, 102, is a veteran Stop-the-War campaigner about to go on her 84th march; and Alison, 87, is a self-styled pillar of the establishment who was once a committed member of the Communist Party. Together, they regularly share their concerns about everything from terrorism to global warming – not to mention the meaning of life, death and sex. And in The Time of their Lives, a poignant and witty new film which has its US premiere at SxSW festival in Austin in March, Hetty, Rose and Alison share with all of us the intense challenges of extreme old age - and their individual secrets on how to live life with passion and purpose.

Hetty, Rose and Alison are three of the oldest residents of the Mary Feilding Guild, a home for the ‘active elderly’ in Highgate, North London. Director Jocelyn Cammack began to visit the Mary Feilding Guild 2 years ago, and quickly decided that she wanted to capture its special quality on film. ‘Once you’ve had your first ‘centenarian experience’, there’s no going back,

she said. ‘The people I met have so much to tell us about what it is to be alive in the world today.’

The Time of Their Lives was commissioned by Nick Fraser and Jo Lapping for the BBC as part of Storyville. The film premiered at the Sheffield DocFest in November 2008, and will be broadcast on the BBC in June 2009. Now the feature length version, with development funding from the UK Film Council, is due to be premiered at the Institute of Contemporary Arts (ICA) in London as part of the Birds Eye View Festival on March 8th and 11th; at the Cinema du Reel festival in Paris on March 5th and 7th; and at SxSW in Austin Texas from March 13th-21st 2009. 

The Time of their Lives brings to the screen a surprising and rare perspective on old age. Despite their unstoppable enthusiasm and disarming humour, Hetty, Rose and Alison are not simply ready for death – they actively want to die. And yet while they live, they live their lives with an intensity and energy which is inspirational. 

The Time of Their Lives is a co-production between triple BAFTA award winning independent Redbird, and Certain Pictures.
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